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elves to be 


'HE 


Proteſtant Religion, 


# 


WHEREBY 
They nay underſtand by what Spirit the were 
ted, thar Perſecuted the People of God in fora 
Ages, for the Exerciſe of their Religion, and their 


EE Teadernels of Conſcience in matters Relace- 
ivg to the Worſhip of God. 


With a few Words, of Comfort to the 
Suftering Lambes, | = 


os. 
£ F 


= * 
"7 We "6 
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Written by him that would have the greateſt ef Perſecu- ; 
be rors ro.Repenr, .and ceafe ro do Evil, aid learn todo | 
Well, that ſo they might eſcape the Judgments of the 
Lord. | F. E. 4 


— 


——_ 


Wo unto them that decFe unrighteous decrees, and that write priev= 
#uſneſs, which they bave preſeribed : To turn afide the ney om 
judgment, and to take away the right fromthe poor of my people, that 
Widows may be their prey, Oc. lai. 10. 1,2. | 

| Surely there is no inchantment againſt Jacob, neither is there any. 
divination againſt Iſrael, nor weapon formed that can proſper, _ 
MD. 23. 23. = Oh 


» 


grew to that heighth of wickedneſs and cruelty, that now 


Law, or Decree, made to root out, baniſh, or to kills aud 


on them, 1 will draw my ſmord, my hand ſhall deftroy them, 
(or 1 will baniſh them out of my Land, except they will 


A few Words to all, &. 


T He people of the Lord, who you in ſcorn call Quakers, 

may in this day truly ſay as Devis ſaid, that you and 0- 
ther Plowers have plowed a long time upon our backs, and 
made deep Furrowes, but now is the time comiog, that the 
righteous God, will hew your ſnares aſunder, therefore fear 
and dread our God, for he is come, in ten thouſands of his 
Saints, to judge the World of ungodly Men, and to-rebuke 
all the ungodly amongſt them, for all their ungodly deeds, 
and hard (ſpeeches againſt him, and for this cauſe (and no 0- 
ther) have you in this day, as well as thoſe Rulers that our 
God caſt out before you, riſen up againſt us, in perſecuting, 
impriſoning,beating with Armed Souldiers ſtocking, ſtoning, 
finiog, and ſhamefully abuſing an innocent harmleſs people, 
who havein patience ſuffered under you and them, ever 7 
the Lord came to raign mys, but now you have got to the 
heighth of your perſecution, and not much higher our God 
will ſuffer you to goe, nor he never did any, when they 


you are come unto, for the Lord hath ſuffered Perſecuters 
ro plow long upon his peoples backs, chat ſo he might try 
and exerciſe his peoples faith and patience, as he hath ſuffer- 
ed thoſe before you, and now hath. fiiflered you, .but when 
plowing upon their backs would not (atisfie them, as beat- 
ing, fining, and impriſoning 6f- them, but they would get a 


deſtroy the whole Seed of righteous I/rael, and to boaſt as ns 
Pharaob and his Hoaft did, # i will purfue, I will overtake * Exod. 15.9. 
them, I will divide the ſpoyle, my luſt ſhall be ſatisfied up- 


A 2 worſhip 


- '(:3 DE 
worſhip according as I (ball 5h them, 1 ſay when ever 
Perſecutays came to this ſtature in wickedneſs, then their 
= _ near an end, and deliverance near to the per- 
ecured. 


Cain, who was the elder Brother of all Perſecurers, his 
puniſhment for killing his righteous brother about Religion, 
was greater then he was able to bear (as himfeif confeided) 
Genefit.che 6&4 7 F TE ns 
Read the fin of theold World; Genefis'6, & i117 Fbe Earth 
elſo{orthe old World) was corrupt before God : for the Earth 
ws filled with violente. (or cruelty) Perſecution is cruelty, 
and for this the. Lord (wept away the World of ungadly,and 
they periſhed in the Waters, but ſaved righte2us Noah the 
perſecuted, alive inthe Ark with his Family. | 
Exod. 5. 6,7, And read Exodus how wicked Pharaob opprefſed Tjrael a 
8, 9, 9, 115 [ong time, but when the Lord ſent his ſervant Moſes to be 
= their ConduCter and Leader, our of his houſe of bondage, 
then Pharaoh oppreſſed them more,when they detired to goe 
ſacrifice to the. Lord their God, then he taid the people are 
idle, let them have no more Straw given them, bur let them 
goe and gather it wherethey can find it, yer ſaid he to the 
Officers, let them diminiſh nothing of their dayes works, 
| but let them make: their whole Taile of Brick as formerly, 
ZE ſo che Officers'came and beat them, and chrearned them, and 
' they cryed untothe Lord, and the Lord heard the cry of the 
afflicted, and he delivered them, -and (ent his plagues upon 
Pharaoh, and upon his Land and People, ſo.that at length he 
Jet Iſrael goe, but as ſoonas they were goneour from him, 
Pharaoh came to that ſtature of wickednets, both he and his 
ple, as the Perfecuters in England are at this day, and 
* "they conſented to purſue, and to deſtroy them at once, (they 
would rid the Land of them) but the Lord delivered 1ſrae/, 
and that which delivered them, was the deftruttion of Ph. 
| rao and all his Hoſt, Exodus 14. | 
D. ute 19, 15- Now Moſes wrote afterwards that the Lord would: raiſe 


ing 


The firſt that, came to this ſtature in-wickedneſſe was © 


his people up a Prophet like unto him, fromamongſt their |: | 
brethren, and him they ſhould hear in all things, and accord- . 


Keke 


F 


the Light Chrift Feſas, and he hath- en- 

lightned us, and the Lord heck Grd bon £o beour guide, 
and Condudter out of fpuritual Egipt, where formerly he was 
| And now we may call toremembrance the dayes that are 
paſſed, as the Apoſtle wrote, chat after Chriſt Jeſizs the 
Light came unto us, and we received the Light, how we 
have indured a great fight in affliftion, and as it werein E- 
gipt,after Moſes was ſent of the Lord co lead his peopleforth, 
ſo it hath been with us ever fince we received the Light, the 


- Prophet Moſes wrote of, how have our Perſecytors oppreſ- 


ſed us, and in no wile they will yield that we ſhall facriticeto 
the Lord our God, as Chriſt Jeſus the Light in us, ſhall di- 
re& us, and they have far exceeded Pharaoh and his Task= 
maſters in cruelty towards us (though. we are free-born,and 
Jrael were ftrangers) as inftauce Ph ravbs bondage to' I/rael, 


- was chiefly ro the outwar:] man, inopprefling of them with 


hard labour, now if our Task-maſters would but doe fo to 
us, and not opprefle our conſcieaces, we ſhould look upon 
chem to be merciful men, if they would let us labour for our 
livelyhood, for our Wives and little Infants in the Land of 
our Nativity, but they will not, but caſt us, and ſome of 
our Wives aiid Children, into naſty tinking holes and dun- 
geons, and there for their pleaſure keep us from. labouring 
either for our ſelves, or for to get Bredfor our Families, 
and lay great penalties upon the cruel Goalers, that we may 
haveno liberty to goe abroad, not fo muchas to breath in 
che Ayre,neither allow any of us one farthing of Allowance, 
eG keep us alive, within their ſtone walls, and yet as Pharaoh 
lay heavier Taxes upon us.to pay thenever, and yet wiltnor 


ing £0 his ophelie;: the Lore hath raiſed -this Prophec, 


Heb. ro 35 
33- 


let us labour with our hands, to get therein, but ſends their 


Officers to our habitations, where-our ſmall Children.are;; 
and there tare away that little we haveleft them, to-pay the. 
Kings Taxes, and to pay thoſefalle Prophets chat teach for. 
Hire, .ob cruelty of all. cruelties, far engeeding Egipts bons 
dage, for we never read that they ever impriſoned the Jrac- 
Gres, and not let them labour, but only oppreſſed Maps with 

oue 


Sa: 
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| | We 
' Jbanr;/ neither were M2 denyed the benefie of che 
Ayreto breath in, 28 our Proteſtant perſecnters doth uy at 
this day ; and we have cryed tothe Lord fir God, andour 
mnocent ſufferings hath been ſpread before him, and he de-- 
livered us from the generation of Proteſtant perſectrter9 that 
were in Oliver's days 3 and his Righteons [pieces hath 
ſwept them away,as he did others in days paſt. But yet I fay, 
they were not grown to that ſtature in wickednefs, as now 
theProteſtant perſecuters are: For now weare not onely 
Math.9. 34» impriſoned, hundreds together, in noiſom Goales (where 
4. many have ſealed their Teftimonies with their bloods for the 
Truths ſake, ) but now we are caſtinto Prifon, becaufe we 
will not break an expreſs Command of Chrift, (whom onr 
Perſecuters fal(ly calls their Saviour) who faith exprelly, 
Jamcs 5. 12: Sevare 108 at all, neither by Heaven, nor by Earth, nor by any o- 
ther Oath, And farther, if we will not break chi: Law, and 
ſware by that Book ,, which faith, we muſt not (wear, we: 
muſt by their Law be baniſhed from the land of our Nacivity, 
from our Wives and little Children, and deareſt Relations, 
into forreign Lands, there to ſeek our Bread among ftran- 
gers; andifever we return within ſeven years, we are by. 
the cruel Law to die without mercy; and whoever ſhaſl wor- 
ſhip the trite God, if they be above che number of foar be- 
. fides the Houſhold, except in that way, time and place, 
which man hath invented, heor the ſhall undergo the ſame 
penalties as aforeſaid. + 


To Perſecutors in this Ape, let it be tonld to thoſe, 
I Cruelty they bave ot-ſtript, Pharaoh and all that roſe. 


Namb..22.$+ The next that we read of that was grown to this ftature 
s. in wickednefle, as to root out and deſtroy the Tſrael of God, 
3c was Balak King of xMHoab, for as the perſecuters in this 
day would have the Lords own People that fear him, to be 
a}! bamſhed, ſo Balak m his day, he won}d havehad*them all 
-curſed, (it being a#by one and the fame ſpirit ) whateverie _ 
coſt him, and for tony and for reward Balaam wontd-wiltle*- 
ingly have curſethem, but the Lord world not im that dzy 
» let 


re 
:S.- Ks 

Py 3s . Ec 
5; 
% _ 


- whom »- Fer 
* they worſhip the living God in fpiric and ti truth accordi 


bz, IS '* 


| 4+ 2 8 | 

let him (as he will not let bh People be baniſhed inthis day) * 
but made Ba{zam bleſſe them alcogertier, and' we read that 
when Balaazm went to curſe Tſrael, he rode upon an Aﬀe, a 
as he wer, the Angell ofthe Lord'ft 50d inhis way with his 
ſword diwwy in/his hand, atid the Afe ſaw the Angell and 
eurne@ otic of the way, and: the fookith Prophec ſaw not the 
Lord ftatad in the way, then the Angel! went farther aad 
ftood in a narrow place, and the Afſe ſeeingthe Lord again 
ſtand inthe way, ſhe ruſhed on the one fide, and'daſhed By: 
{aami's foot againſt the wall, yet the mad Propher all 'this 
while ſaw not the Lord, but attempted the third time to go 
on again to have curſed Iſrael. | 

Now let all Proteſtant Perſecuters "am their figure, 
Balak King of Moab, he by all means, wh#ever it coſt him, 
would have had the People of the Lord to have been curfed, 
that ſo he might have rid his land of them,& to have deftroy- 


_edthem, and this was from the (ame ſpirit, that men in this 


day would havethe People of the Lord baniſhed out of the 
Land, ie is che ſpirit of Ba/adm, the falſe Propher, chathath 


 abroughrthe people to this thature in wickednefſe as fobaniſh 


thoſe that fear the Lord, and that cannor 'pur' into the 
gwuths of the falſe Prophets, for they are they thar have in 

alf ages and in this age ſtirred up the Rulers .and People to: 
perſecute Gods fervants, and they ſeeing that Impiiſoning, - 


* Fimeing, Beating, Cutting with armed Soulders, Stocking, 


Seonihg, Whipping, will not make an end of them that 
fear the Lord, now they have gora Law{contrary to Law }. 
to banith them, the Husband from the Wife, and bothfrom 
che licele Infants, not at all regarding Age norSex, Trending 
families tn pieces, O hard hearred Proteſtants 1 what, no. 
pitty tothe hitcle lufanes ? muſt they be left crying day and 
night mthy ftreers O Enpland ? &% no care taken for them 2, 
are not.your hearts harder theii the flint ? what, bean, Ib : 
rencs from their render Infants, andthe pittifu} Mother from 
her ſucking Babe! and baniſhtheminto'a forreign Land, and, 
allbecauſe they will not break the andment of him; 


yow call your Savionr and Redeemer, and becauſe. - 
mg 


to, 


"*_ | Op 
CY - 

' ro the Scr ptures, you ſay you ownand profelle, O. Prote- 
ſtant perſecuters, you bavequite Joſt your natural affetion, 
you have outſt.ipped all that ever went before you, go.to 
the hearbs of che :figld and they, will reach you, doth that 
bearb that is naturally-hct, cauſe the ocher hearb that: js na- 
turally cold, that it ſhall nct. grow by it? .n», | they-both 
grow together cloſe by one another in unity, and goto the 
birds of the air, and they will inſtru you, for they live ro. 
gether, and do notftrive to beat one another forth of the 
Country where they have been brought forth, & go to little 


« 
Y 


childien and they will condemn you: perſecuters, for they 


can play together in unity, but you have no pitty tothe ſuck- 
ing babes, nor tothe gray hairs, nor to him that leans upon 
his ſtaff for very Þ$e, and thus you have hardened your own 
hearts, untillthe Lord hath given you up, to bardneſle. of 
heart, which is the greateſt of all judgments, and the neareſt 
todeſtruion, and ({o you go onand ſtrive againft your Ma- 
ker, andas yet you have not given ear to thoſe whom the 
Lord hath ſent unto you, to warn you of the evill of your 
wayes, but you have hardened your hearts as Pharaoh, and 
you will-not let Iſrael go, but this I tell you all, who are 
haſtening to baniſh Gods People from amongſt you, 
our God hath ſet himſelf in your way with his (word dravyn 
in his hand, and the poor Sea-Men whom you make your 
Aﬀes, (or would do) they (ee the Lord ſtand in their way, 
and they have theſe two times turned out of the way when 
they were a going to carry the innocent into baniſh- 
ment, but the ſpirit of Balaam who would force them to 
carry them, he ſees not the Lord, the Lord hath opened the 
mouth of the Sea-Men both at Deal and alſo at Briftoll,- and 
they have confeſſed to the whole Nation, and given it under 
their hands, that they ſee the Lord ſtand in their way, the 
ficft (aw him, croſſing them in all their. outward things, ever 
after they undertook to carry innocent T/rael from their own 
Land ;z but at Briſtol there the Lord met them in a narrower 
place, viz, intheConſcience, and they gave it under their 
ands, that their Conſciences would in no wiſe let them be at qui 


et, or peace ; and that the plagues would follow then,(or others, = 
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*who Gould excuntencZy tending 
fornltge; and thatihey bad Saviehd of theptapyer Wrbei be 
already 7 and that they Harft nine wiſe: carry therlly ''becanſe, 
*hey knew them tobe innocens: perſons, and defiret th walkin + 
the fear of the Lord; and thus tath our Gottopened' the eyes 
of thoſe whom:/you would mike your Mes, (the poor Sea-- 
"nren) chat thiey ſee the Lordyand/alſo their monchs'to ſpeak _ _ 
well of his people ;.and for this'canſe hath he 'opened- their * Per, 3-16, 
mouths, to reprove the madneſs of the wicked Prophets 
that fee not the Lord, therefore Jet.itbea warning to all 
you that ftil} would have them baniſhed, that the Lord 
hath-promiſed ſhall dwell in their own Land ; that-you make F*- 23: ®: 
not a Chirdattempt to ride the Aſs out again, to drive'ot 
your delign, for our God ftands ſtill in the way, and if you 
will not be waited, he will {lay you, and preſerve and keep Numb-22-31, 
the Aſs alive. $2333» 
Therefore ont of tr1:e love & pitty once more to you,thus 
have I been moved of the Lord es write to you, that-ſo you 
way fear and Repent, and ceaſe fromthe cruel and unheard of 
perſecution; for the ſeed whom the-Lord hath according to 
his promiſe, raiſed in this Northernifland, as Feremiab fore- 
cold 'muſt dwell zz their own Land, the mouth of 'the- Lord of Jer. 23. $. 
Hoſts hath (pokenit. " 2.00 
Then ancther we read of that undertook this wicked work Ela & 4. 
of Rooting out the Lords own people, it was wicked Hz- + w_ 
2121, in the days of Efther, and it runs parrallel diretly with 
proſecutors in theſe daysy what do we readthat proud Ha- 
man had or could juftly chargethe feed of rae! with, as was 
evil in his days, but that'Mordecaiithe Jew fat in-the Kings 
gate, and would not bow the knee to one who' was of the | 
Race-of Amileck, who were the firſt of the Nation that aroſe Eft: 3 
againſt Iſrael, when they were coming out of Agypi*s bon- 4 | 
dage, whom God had formerly Curſed, whomthe Lord Gid a... 
he would have warr with (for that Cauſe} from generation” 30 
generation, and he would blot out his name frommunder hea- 
ven: Haman| ay, being great with the Kingy andbeing fils 
led with envy, laid falſe accuſations againſt an inaocetit peo- 
ple, and ſaid tothe King, that ic was notfor the Kings pro« 
g B fie 
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2 Theſ. I.6. 


Eſther 7. 10. 


Chap.s- 


fit to ſuffer them to live, & . 4 King bei roars, to gratifie 
his flatterers, granted his requet, and ſealed the decree, noc 
only againſt righteous Mordecai,but againſt the whole Seed of 
Tirael, that dwell amongſt them, bur then it was A righteous 
thing with the Lord to render tribulation to them that troubled bis 
People, as it hath been and will be ever, for the ſame tree 
that Hamm commanded to be built to hang Mordecai on, the 
the Lord cauſed it that he himſelf was hanged thereon, and 
thoſewho by that unrighteous law had power given them to 
have deſtroyed Iſrael, the Lord brought it fo to paſſe that 
they were {lain chemſelves, as thou may read Efther : (6 
what hath the People of the Lord (who in ſcorn are called 


Dnakers) done, that is evil againſt the proud Hamans in this 


day ? hathany of them made Inſurretion, Plot, or Conſpi- 
cies, Or any. ways gone about to ſubvert the Government, 
or have they any wayes wronged any man in their outward 
go-ds or good name, or have they been a people that have 
lived conceatiouſly with their neighbours , or in pride, 
idleneſle, vanity, or exceſſe, let Gods witnefle in the hearts 
of all people that have known us anſwer ? or have we been a 
people that have made a profeſſion of ſcriptures, and lived 


_ contrary unto them in our lives and converſations,let thoſe 


Jb 33, 21, 


A 
2 2. 


John 5- 44 


who are our perſecuters (and that are found doing (o) make 
it appear to the Nation if they can; but is not that the great- 
eſt and cheifeſt caufe of our perſecutors wrath againſt us, 
that we cannot reſþe& their perſons, nor give them flattering 
titles, becauſe the ſcriptures which they profeſle forbids ns 


and Githit # fin; nay, though our perſecuters have never 


ſo much favour or honour from theKing,and have what their 
hearts candelire, yet what doth all avail them, while they 
ſee poor righteous Mordecats brought before the judgment 
ſeats, and cannot bow the knee to that which is out of the 
faith of Chriſt, and that ſeeks honuur, or receives honour 
one of another, and ſo thoſe that walks according to the ho- 
ly Scriptures,are with ſich men counted of evill behaviour, 
and fo at all times ſuffers under them for well doing,and not 
for evill, andſuch men who are filled with envy againſt us, 
have (co ſatisfie their bloody intents) falſly accuſed us _ 

| | thoſe 


—_ 


_ ants 44 Ea” 


9" 


| 9 
thoſe that are1n authorit £2 by that means have procured 
that law to be made, figued and ſealed againſt us, for peace- 
able meeting together, to worſhip the Lord in ſpirit aud in 
truth, aadiſo by the execution of that-unnatural Law, to 
root us out of the land of our nativity, and ſo to race out 
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the ſeed whom the Lord hath raiſed in this northern Ifhand, Jer, 23, 8. 


but unto our God we make our appeal, he having raiſed in us 
the ſame ſpirit that was in righteous Merdecas, aud that was 
inthe three Children, that we know. Oxr God ts able to de. 
liver us, and he will deliver ws, and in him alone we wait for 
deliverance, and he never yet failedany that were by wick- 
ed men deſigned to be univerſally rooted out for their obe- 
dience tothe Lord in any age, as before mentioned (as we 
are by you at this day) but if he ſhould not deliver us, be 
it known to you our perſecutors, that we will not be of 
that Religion that you are of, to profeſſe God, Chriſt, and 
Scriptures, and walk and pradticethe clean contrary way to 

what you profeſſe, and what the ſcriptures declare of; Nay 

contrary to what your book of Common Prayer ſpeaks of, 

for that ſaith that you ſhould forſake the Devill and all by 


works, and keep Gods holy will and commandments, and walk m Read your 


the ſame all the dayes of your lives, and that you ſhould burt no Cc 


Prayer, & ſce 


body by word or deed, but ſhould be true and juſt in all your deal- 1, * Jour 
ings , that [you ſhould bear no malice nor hatredin your bearts, praicc be 
that you ſhoxld do to all men as. you would they ſhould do wnto you, according, 


and not falſly accuſe nor bear falſe witneſſe againſt your neigh 
bours, andthat you ſhould not live in the pomps and vaninies of 
this wicked world, nor in the finfull Iufts of the fleſh, and ſhould 
neitber follow nor be led by them, and it ſaith (that the Lord 
faith) that we ſhall labour ſix dayes,and do all that wejhave to do, 
and when our perſecuters wereſprinkled, had nor they their 
ſureties (or bondmen)) who undertook for them that they 
would ſee them brought up in living out of the aforeſaid e- 
vils, audwhen they came to age themſe]yes, were they not 
bound to perform the ſame? but doeither their ſureties or 
themſelves keep their bond or promiſes, but. by their a&i- 
ons they are found walking contragy to godlyneſle, buc be 


ye not deceived, for God will not be mocked by you, for 
B 2 chat 
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| 1) 
that which you ſow that As muſt reap, and our God is un- 
changeable, he is the ſame yeſterday and to day and for ever, 
and thereforeit is, that the true 1/rae! that fears and obeyes 
him never hath been conſumed, nor never ſhall be. 


For when Hamans envy 4 grown ſo great, 
that Iſrael ſhall not live, 
 Thenthat's the time for God's own power, 
deliverance for to give, 


And again, he that was born after the fleſh, would be- 
perſecuting him that was born after the ſpirit, and in 
Nebachad-nezzar*s time, the perſecuting ſpirit was grown 
to his full height in wickedneſle, and they after that che 
King had fet up the Golden Image, and had made a decree 
that alſ his people ſhould at the found of the Inſtruments, fall 
down and worſhipthe Golden 'Image that the King had (ec 
up, and in that day there were three of the ſeed of {ae/ that 
knew the trne God, and worſhiped him, and they could 
not fall down and worſhip the Image the King had fer up, 
Then thofe who were filed with envy, accufed them before 
The King, and incenſed the King againſt them, and they re- 
garding not the Kings decree, faid that they were not care- 
Fullto anſwer the King in that matter, for our God whom 
we ſerve is able todeliver us from the fiery Furnace, and he 
will deliver us out of thy hands O King ; but if not, be it 
known unto thee O King, That we will not ſerve thy Gods, 
nor worſhip thy golden Image that thou baſt ſet up ; then the 
Kings wrath aroſe, and he cauſed the Furnace to be heat ſe- 
ventimes hotter than before, and commanded to bind the 
three ſervants of the Lord ; and thofe that nndertook to 
carry and-caft them into the flames, the fire flew thoſe men 
and buratthem, andrhe Lord preſerved the other in the 
flames, and had no-hurt atall. 09 


© Perſerutors, Read theſe Lines, ani dread owr Mighty God, 
'E/{ebewillftrike ond alſo ſmite you with bis Tron Rod: or 
oP, | A 


o 
7 
# 


. " ” ov 
- 4 a? . = $6.5 "OO , + OT - 5 Ih 
*2 $I ME Re £> vm _- - » TYy p ws bx Sat 50 5 *; 4 _—_ Ld 
. "=" a2 et Os, 7 : ” Y OOF-: EY Ta 
. * 52 . 5 Ks F- 
27Y ** C! Fa? 
5 CITES > 
: 2 V8 


| 11) . KAY 

Andagain, how A $ that perſecutors in all apes 
paſt neither in this age,/ever regarded the works of the Lord, 
nor never takes noticehow the Lord hath ever inall Ages 
ſwiftly purſued this great fin of perſecution (let it be found 
in whom it will) with his dreadfull Judgements; Nay, they 
will takeno notice, thongh'in the ſame age, and cthongh they 
hear how the Lord hath ſwept away others before their fa- 
ces ; yet they being blinded ſo with envy, that chey will at- 
rempt the ſame evil themſelves again, as we may read that 
Damel, becauſe he feared the living Cod, and worſhip'd him 
in ſpirit and in truth, therefore thoſe envious men that knew 


read Dan. the 
6. Chap 


well enough what the Lord had donetq thoſe that had a hand 


in caſting the three Children into the Furnace, yet thoſe 
men would attempt the fame evil againft Da22iel, a1d they ſee 
they conldinno wiſe catch him in arty thing concerning his 
life and converſation, but only concerning his God, therefore 
they-endeavoured to perſwade the King romake a Law: ( as 
the ſameenvious ſpirit hath done often fince ) and the Law 
was'"this ; that if any man asked any Petition or Requeſt of any 
God or Man, ſave of the King himſelf, for thirty days, that then be 
ſhould be caft into the Lyons Den, and this wicked law was lign- 
ed and (ealed by the King ; but forall this wicked Decree, 


. Daniel regarded notit, but he not only prayed three times a 


Hay tothetrue God, bunt helet his window open (let who 


-would hear him) and prayed to his God as at other times, 


but quickly this wicked decree did'not Jong want executi- 
oners, but thofe that watched him, tould the King, how Da- 


nie regarded not the' Kings law,' then was Daziel according 


To the decree caſtinto the Lyons Den; *butiin the Derthere: 


the Lord appeared, and ſhit the month of che hungry Lyons 


and preferved Daniel, but then it was a righteous thing - 


with the Lord, To render tribulation to thoſe that troubled his. 


ſervam, and the King did righteoully in cauſing Paniel to be 
taken out of -the Den; and alſo commanded that thoſe 
"menthat cauſed Daniel to be caſt in, that they (hauld be cait 
in themſelves; and the text faith, that the Lyons had the 
maſtery over ther and brokeall their bones in pieces before 


Dan. 6. 24+ 


everthey -camme'at the ground of the Den ; now both theſe 
; B 3 delives - 
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deliverances from the fire, % " the Lyons were both in 
one age, and the Perſecutors deſtruftion alſo; and yet as 
men in this Age who are of the {ame envious ſpirit, and are 
ating the ſame evil againſt the Servants of the Lord.. They 
would not take warning by others, but went on, untill the 
Lords judgments ſwept them away. 


Know Perſecutors we have a God 
That # over you with his Might, 

That can cauſe the Fire it ſhall not burn, 
Nor let hungry Lyons bite, 


Now all you that in this day are fo hard at work, and that 
aredoing the very ſame evil inthe ground of it, as thoſe 
that the Holy Scriptures hath left you upon record, for to be 
your learning; and for that end the Lord gave the Scriptures 
forth by his Servants, that ſo you might ſee how wicked men 
dealt with the Servancs of the Lord in ages paſt, when they 
were grown to ſuch a ature in wickedneſs, as to get.-a Law 
made by their Kings, or Rulers, to root out and to deftroy 
the people of the Lord. And alſo, you may read in Scripture 
how, whenever any of his Servants were in any Age ſtruck 
at by wicked men to be wholly rooted out, fromoff the 
Eaith; that then at all times, the Lords power appeared and 
wrought deliverance for his people , andever brought de- 
ſtriuQion upon the Enemies : But now if any are grown (o 
deſperately wicked , as not to believe nor to give any credit 
to the Holy Scriptures , neither will be learned by them; 
notwithſtanding, he hears the Curſes that are there written 

Devr, 29. 19, againſt ſuch wicked prattices, the wrath of the Lord God 
2) wili ſmoke againſt that man or men whoever they be,& every 
curſe that is written in the Scriptures ſhall light upon that 
ma'1;a1d che Lord ſhall put out his Name from under Heaven. 
And now ail you that call your ſelves (or would be called) 
Chriſtian Magettrates, or Rulers, can you read that ever any 
Chriſtians or any that feared the Lord, ever were found do- 
ing ſuch a work, as you are doing at this day, to Baniſh an 
110ceat, harmleſs, peaceable, laborious people, that _ 
G cac 


the Living God, from their dear Wives and tender Infants 5 
and from their dear and near Relations, into Forreiga Lands, 
there to expoſe them to greater miſery and hardthip, then 
Death it ſelf: Will ever thoſe you call Heathens and Infidels 
think well of the Chriſtian Religion ? or ever have any love 
to be converted unto it , when they ſhall hear of ſuch cruel- 
ty ated by you ? and that againſt your own Brethren; as to 
Baniſh chem for their Conſciences towards their God; and 
when they ſhall hear what large promiſes of liberty concer- 
ning Conſcience you have made untous, and yet regardit 
not; but baniſh us as aforeſaid ; can they ever give credic Math 5.16. 
unto your words ; ſhould rot your Light ſo ſhine before . 
men that they might ſee your good works, and ſo come to 
glorifie God : Now good workes are Fruits of the 
ſpirit, as Love, joy, peace, long ſaffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, 
faith, meekneſs, temperance, againſt ſuch there is no Law, to im- 
priſon, fine, and to baniſh thoſe that fears the Lord, is not a 
fruit of the (ſpirit, but a work of the fleſh; for the workes 
of the fleſh are maniieſt , Amltery, fornication, wuncleanneſs, 
wantonneſs, Idolatry, Witchcraft, batred, debate, amulations, 
wrath, contentions, ſeditions, bereſies, envy, murders, drunken. 
neſs, gluttony, and ſuch like : and the Apoſtle (aid , That they 
that do ſuch things ſhall not inberit the Kingdom of God, Now |cc 
none deceive themſelves ſo much, as to call themſelves Chri-- 
ſtian Mageſtrates, and Rulers, while they are found doig 
ſuch things as are clear contrary to Chriſts Dod@rines, aad 
the Holy Scriptures; Now thole that are found impriſoning, 
fining, beating, and baniſhing of choſe that feares the Lo:d, 
and would not have others do (o unto them , ſuch are out of 
Chriſts Dorine, and ſuch as fine, imp iſon, and baniſh thoſe 
that for Conſcience towards God cannot [ware , becauſe ,y,,, : 
Chriſt and his Apoſtle forbids it, ſuch are out of Chriſtsz5 36 9,4 
Dofrine; and ſuch asare parting Ma! and Wife, whom Gcd : 
hath joyned together, and for meeting together to worlhip 

the true God in ſpirit and \n truth, thele men are out »f 

Chriſts DoArine, and ate contrary to Scripture, and ſuch zz 
will not let peaceable people labour with their hands, and ſo 
co provide for their Families, but ſhut them: up in Priſons, 
and 
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"and there keep them. during their pleaſares, . fachmenare 
nies the. Faich. - - | fichim 


the Lord that have lived amonglit them eo. be Taresy and 
themſelves to be. the. Wheat, and ſuch have in atl ages ee 
deavoured to at contrary to Chriſt's. do&rine and com 
-mands,' and they by no. means "vill let them grow: ( or live 
by them, but they will be plucking out the Tares (as cthem- 
ſelves call chem_) but Chriſt bids ſuch men Jet them alone, 
and let them grow together until} the: harveſt, and the 
harveſt (he faith) is the end of the World, but ſuch men 
whowillnot believe Chriſt's dodtrine are none of his, but 
are the Tares which the Devill hath ſown amongſt the IYvear, 
and ſuch men for want of true judgmeat have ever in all ages 
' miſtook the Tares, and endeavour to pluck up the Wheat ; 
for never in any age. neither in this age, durſt ſich men 
ever go about to prove ſuch to be: Tares that they have 
gon about to pluck up, which if they-could prove them to 
be Tares, yet according to Chrift*s doarine, they are to 
ler themalone, and to let them grow together untill the 
harveſt. : -, 

Now this Hay unto you, 'who ever-at this day are found 
perſecuting, plucking up, and rooting up Gods people for 
no evill don by them, but only for their conſcience towards 
God, knowing him to be The alsne Law-giver that is able to 
ſave and to deſtroy, and no mortall Man whatſoever hath 
power to give laws to bind the conſcience to the worſhip of 
God, becauſe is Gods throne which is the Kiugdome of 
Heaven within us, where God fits chief Judge aud Law» 
giver, Tfay unto all you, that the Lord hath by his holy 

. ſpirit given you the holy ſcriptures for to inſtruc, corre, 
and reprove you, <hat ſo Kings, aſwell as their Subjeds, 
might live anſwerable unto them, and all their ſouls be made 
ſubje& co the higher powers, which power is God; but if 
yon will not be ſubject unto this higher power, but will ſet 
your ſelves over Gods throne (the conſcience) and there 
will make laws over it, contrary to Gods laws, and contra- 


Ty 


James, g, 12. 


by the: Scriptures counted worſe 'then: Intidols, aud id&+- 


rcad M th.'3, And wacked men in all ages hve counted the paopls irs ; 
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fy; toZcriptuke, teams will beifirerched our 4- 
gayifi-you, (forke never ſpayed any that wonld, by force 
uſurp his throne) but as youmay:read how;he hath done to 
Others, ſo he will do untoyou, therefore fear. our God and 
Tepent, and ceaſe doing wickedly againſt his people before 
theeyifl day whichis near, comeupon you. | 
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Chrifts that lye in bis Foul 


| Ear ſ{uffcring Lambs, whoare gather'd into the 4 
D tould of Reſt, be not afraid though the hungry w_ 
Foxes you hear run barking about the Fould, 
your Shepherd is watchful, he hath, and will feed you 
in green Paſtures and at his pleaſure he can take the. 
ſubtle Foxes, ſtray vot.forth of your Fould of Reſt ; 
but be ſtill apd quiet; be goz} croubled at'the howling 
.of the. Faxes, tor your Shepherd will not give youto 
be aprey for themzitis the Lambthat the wild hungry 
Beaſts of prey. would devour z but gur God will ſud- 
denly rebuke the deyouxer , for be hath gathered you 
by his own, power into his own.-Fquld ; and he hath 
preſerved you, - ever fince he gathered yous You 
may remember how your Shepherd preferved you 
from choſe that ſought to devour you indays paſt, and 
how-be rebuked thoſe deyourcrs in 0, C's days; and 
how he brought his judgments upon them, for touch- 
iog of his Anointed, and” for doing of his Prophets 
.harm ; and fear nor though now youare incompaſſcd 
at every fide with thoſe thatwould gevour you ; It 
:is bur for a little time, fox the teys}l your Faith, 2 
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patience; you have the Holy Writings of Chriſt, | 


the Prophets, and Apoſtles, and you have received 


chem, eo learn you, and to inſtru you, andyounare '. 


thofe who are come to fulfill Scriptures , and they arc 
fulfilled in you z having received the ſame Spirit that 
. _ gavethem forth; and you are thoſe that the Scrip- 
ture ſpeaks of , 1het have broke your Sword: into Sithes, 
and your Sphears into praning hooks, and that have 
learned to war no- more with Carnai weepons z and 
you are the ſced that the Lord bath raiſed, in this 
Northern Hand, as Feremiab foretold, and the fone 
cnt ont without hanas that muſt brake the Image to powder, 
and grow and fillthe whole Earth. And you are the no- 
ble company of Parrer; thitfollows the Limb, who 
is your Captain, to fight with'the Dragon, the Bat 
and falſe Prophets , and that ſhall be ſure to have the 
Victory, Revel- 19. and you are thoſe that are coming 


ont of great tribulation, baving waſhed your long white - 


Robes in the blood of the Lamb, Therctore I ſay to you 
all truſt inthe Lord, and wait upon him, keep to the 
Fould ; forthough you are now defigned to be rooted 
our, yet remember and belicve that there is no power 
bur what is in our Gods hand, and he never forſook 
any that were defigned by a Law to be rooted out for 
their obedience to the Lord, as you are at this day : 
And though he trycd his c, and did not deliver 
untill is the Furnace, nor untill Dexzict was in the Dey, 
yet then his power appeared for their deliverance, and 
alſo for the deftruſtion of their Enemies ; fo all dear 
Lambs be faithful omto the Lord, and.truft in him, for 
your deliverance will affuredly come , as thoſe three 
deliverances cameto the Lords people, who were by 
a Law (made by envious men) to be deftroyed, and 


to 


gs and 8 more we read of inScrip- 


. 


, that were by a Law thas ſentenced, as we are at 
this day : and for our deliverance our God hath ap. 
peared, and doth appear, though our Enemies ſhue 
their eyes and will not take notice of it, bur ſtill go 
on to provoke the Lord, who hath done fo grezt 
thiogs for them ; and now that which the Lord fpoke 
through his Servant the Prophet £ſar«s, is now a ful- 
filling as all may read, For tbere ſhall be in every place, 
and in the next Cities a great Inſurrettion, upon thoſe that 
gn OB bu 

Te Yer., The ike mad men, ſparing none, but .. _- 
fill ſpejling yh - ant thoſe thas my the Sod : = - wIN 

72. Fort / way waſt and take away their Goods, and 
calt them out of their Houſes. 

73. Then ſhall they be known who are my Choſew, and 
they rall be xryed as the Gold inthe fire. 

74. Hear © ye my beloved, ſaith the Lord, behold the ' 
dyes of trouble are at hand, but I will deliver you from 
the ſame. 

75. Bege 10t afraid, neither donht, for God is your 


wide. 
- 76. Andthe guide of them that keep my Commande- 
ments and Precepts. 
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